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REPORT. 


GAME AND FISH. 
Santa Fe, N. M., December 18, 1906. 


Dear Sir: [n compliance with your request of November 
26th, Ihave the honor to submit herewith report covering 
the operations of this office for the past two years together 


TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, 


witha few recommendations favoring certain changesinthe . 


present game and fish laws, and the adoption of certain 
provisions which are essential, if the objects and purposes 
for which this department was created are to be carried out. 


NUMBER OF DEPUTIES COMMISSIONED. 


During the past two years one hundred and twenty-three 
persons have held commissioners as Deputy Game and Fish 
Wardens and an average of sixty deputies has been maintain- 
ed covering all the counties in the Territory and as far as 
possible all game sections. Of this number not over ten per- 
cent have taken any apparent interest in the proper enforce- 
ment of the game and fish laws cr their duties as such, 
except to distribute a few copies of the laws and post a few 
notices. This indifference on the part of so great a number 
of those holding Commissions is principally due to the un- 
certainty of securing convictions for violations in the justice 
of the peace courts, and the likelihood, on that account, of 
being compelled to suffer pecuniary loss in attempting to 
enforce the law. 

While these conditions have prevailed and ‘only a few 
persons charged with the duties of enforcing the game and 
fish laws have made any effort to do so, the fact that officers 
commissioned to look after such matters were stationed 
throughout the different sections of the Territory and likely 
to prosecute offenders has had a tendency to prevent open 
violations and resulted in a more careful compliance with the 
laws. 
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Even under this inefficient method of executing the laws 
game conditions in the territory have improved and many of 
our game birds and animals are now more numerous than 
for several years. This is especially true ofdoves, quail, wild 
turkey and antelope. Asan illustration, I call attention to 
the report of John W. Collier, who in October ‘of this year 
saw several herd of the animals between Torrance and Ros- 
well numbering from fifteen to thirty, and one large herd 
which he judged to number one hundred and fifty, which 
was seen about eight miles southeast of Torrance in Chaves 
County. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FISH. 


Seven hundred and eight-two thousand trout, bass and 
catfish have been received from the Government hatcheries 
located at Leadville, Colo., and Neosho, Mo., and distributed 
from points mentioned below, as follows: 

SEPTEMBER, 1905. 


From Las Vegas, for Gallinas, Sapello and 


Mora RIVErS iwc 4-64. 005 i aaa ye A trout 30,000 
From Glorieta, for Pecos River and branches es 50,000 
“ Santa Fe, for Santa Fe Creek...... .. se 30,000 


SEPTEMBER, 1906. 
From Raton, for Rayado and Ponil, Rivers.. trout 120,000 


“Las Vegas, for Gallinas River....... e 20,000 
« Glorieta, for Pecos River. ee ‘s+ 75,000 

‘* Santa Fe, for Santa Fe Creek, Nambe 
and Quemado Rivers.............. s 80,000 
From Silver City, for Gila River........... i 35,000 
“ Chama, for Chama River. .......... us 50,000 

“« Espanola, for Santa Clara, Jemez and 
San Anton Rivers.... ........... 31,000 
From ClOudCrolt x ¢ ing acGeata sae tatoos a 5,000 


“ Servilleta, for Rio Pueblo, Red River 
Santa Barbara, Taos, Lucero and 


Arroyo Hondo Rivers............. z 206,000 
For RioGrande................... catfish 50,000 
From Santa Rosa, Agua Negra Creek...... black bass 500 


Totalo E 782,500 
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The distribution of fish donated by the Government is 
generally understood to be under the supervision and at the 
expense of this office, but in reality the warden has very 
little to do with the matter except to assistin securing signa; 
tures to applications for fish, and at the request of persons 
desiring same, to recommend that applications be granted 
by the Bureau of Fisheries. The expense of transporting 
fish from railroad points and planting them in streams and 
lakes is borne by applicants. During the past year this 
office, at the request of the Santa Fe Railroad Company, 
secured from residents on the streams reached from points 
along that line, signatures to twelve. applications for fish 
aggregating 710,000. To these twelve applications the Bureau 
of Fisheries allotted 295,000 which were transported and 
planted by parties making said applications. 

ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, FINES, ETC. 


Owing to the manner of keeping the records of the office 


the details relating to the number of arrests made, convic- ` 


tions secured and fines collected, for violations of the game 
and fish laws are not as full as might be desired, but are as 
complete as I am able to present them without going through 
the correspondence for the past two years and are sufficient 
to give a fair idea of the work done by the Department. 

Forty-five arrests have been made and cases disposed of 
as follows: For violations of Sec. 2, Chapter 51, Laws of 
1905, killing deer, antelope, doves, quail and grouse during 
the closed season and having in possession morethan one 
deer in the open season. 

Arrests—41. Convictions—27. Acquittals—14. Fines 
Imposed—27. Fines Remitted—21. Fines Collected—6. 
The minimum amount which could have been im- 

posed according to law for the above twenty- 


seven convictions, is..... jcc eee feet eae $1,650 00 
Amount collected in the above cases............-- 185 00 
Amount remitted by courts ............. 0.00 ees $1,465 00 


For violations of Secs. 5 and 6, Chapter 48, Laws of 1903, 
selling and having in possession trout under the size pre- 
scribed. 
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Arrests—4. Convictions—4. Acquittals—0. Fines lm- 
posed—4. Fines Remitted—2. Fines Collected—2. 
The minimum amount which could have been im- 
posed according to law for the above four con- 


VIGHIONS, IS... ee ce ee ee ee ce ce ee eee $ 175 00 
Amount collected in the above cases ............. 50 00 
Amount remitted by courts ...... sensoa ee ceee 8 125 00 


Total minimum amount which could have been im- 
posed in thirty-one cases in which convictions 


Were S@ECULFed.... 6... cece nans cee ee ee ee ee $ 1,825 00 
Total fines collected. ............ cc cece ce ee ee eee 235 00 
Total fines remitted by courts...... ...... 2... $ 1,590 00 
Number of fines remitted by District Courts, 11 

aggregating ...... Le ec eee ee eee ee . +600 00 
Number of fines remitted by Justice of the Peace 

Courts, 10 aggregating.................. 005. 990 00 


From the above figures it will be seen that this office has 
not received the support it should have from the district at- 
torneys and the courts, and thatthe justices of the peace 
before whom cases have been brought have usually diste- 
garded their duty and failed to enforce the law. 

These figures also show that for forty-five arrests made 
deputies received $117.50 or an average of about $2.60 for 
each arrest, and as the law provides no compensation for the 
services of deputies except one half of fines resulting from 
successful prosecutions, another reason for’ their lack of 
interest is evident. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I earnestly urge the passage, by the Legislative Assembly 
which meets in January, of a game law conforming in its 
general provisions to that of Colorado and some of our 
neighboring states, and similar in some respects to the laws 
of the thirty-six states where the license system has been 
adopted. This plan of raising funds for game protection has 
proved the most successful thus far devised and furnishes 
the game department much valuable information relating to 
matters connected with the work and quite necessary in 
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order to effectually carry out the intentions of any good law 
in the interests of game protection. 

The funds thus derived should constitute a fund to be 
known as the Game Proteetion Fund, and should be handled 
in the same manner as other territorial funds and be used 
for the expenses of this office and for the payment of the 
salaries of deputies. 

The law should provide for the following licenses: Resident 
hunters, non-resident hunters, guides, taxidermists, game 
parks, game preserves, and shooting and fishing privileges. 

Wild fowls and shore birds should be protected during the 
mating season and a limit fixed by law to the number of the 
different kinds of game birds, which may be killed by one 
person in one day. 

The transportation of all game should be prohibited ex- 
cept when accompanied by a license tag, permit or evidence 
of proper authority from this office, or when carried openly, 
during the open season therefor, by the person lawfully in 
possession thereof. 

In addition to one half of the fines now allowed as compen- 
sation for services, deputies should be allowed the same fees 
as constables in cases instituted by them and resulting in 
convictions, when not under the direct orders of the terri- 
torial warden. 

The following additional powers showd. be delegated to 
the territorial warden: He should be authorized toissued 
territorial commissions to deputies; to grant, to responsible 
persons, at any time of the year, permits for the capture 
of game birds, animals and fish for propagating or scientific 
purposes; to call into active service any deputy, allowing him 
compensation for the time actually engaged, the rate of 
compensation to be fixed by law and to be paid out of the 
game protection fund. 

There being no date upon which to base an estimate, it is 
impossible to state with any accuracy what income might be 
derived by the enactment of a license law in this Territory, 
but in my opinion, it is safe to say that the amount would at 
least reach that now apropriated for the maintaince of this 
department. 

“Fhe following table taken from a recent report published 
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by the U. S. Department of Agriculture shows amounts 
collected and the number and kinds of licenses issued during 
the year 1804, by the states mentioned and will give some 
idea of what may be expected by the adoption of such a law 
in New Mexico: 


Amount No Issued No. Issued 


Resident. N on-resid- Resident. Norresid- Fees. 
South Dakota ............ .. 2 50 25 00 615 371 | $ 5,278.00 
Nebraska.. .. sss suser oce 1.00 10 00 5,202 140 6,602.00 
Wyoming ...... 0 6. 6c eeeeee 5.00 50 00 2,347 168 12,149.00 
North Dakota......... seeeee 75 25 00 13,187 96 12,290.00 
Indiana .... vee... Tees ee eee 1 00 15.50 13,200 116 14,998.00 
Idaho .......... oree eee eee 1 00 25 90 15,010 112 16,050 00 
Colorado0.... sess. ec ee ee eee 1 00 25 00 19,364 30 19,980.00 
Minnesota ...... o. sese ceeee 1 00 25 00 15,861 309 20,211.00 
OTEZON..... eee eee ee cone eee 1 00 10.00 19,856 138 21,236.00 
Michigan...... .. .... wee 1.50 25 00 14,878 105 24,942.00 
Washington ....... occ sess 1.00 10.00 26,015 |v. esses 26.271.90 
Montana ....... e ss caer voe 1 00 25 00 30,087 133 32,662.00 
KAaNSaS. esere nooenenseo nce oe . 1.00 15 00 42,000 20 42,800.00 
Missouri... nes - 2.2.05 + 1.00 15.00 47,746 65 48,721 00 
WISCONSIN ......--6e cece ee eens 1.00 25 00 73,474 781l 8,019.00 
Minois .. wo. ce cee eee eee eee 75 15.50 161,164 459 | 127,988.00 


It is only within the past ten or twelve years that the 
license plan has become general, and in 1895 warden service 
was maintained without appropriation from the State treas- 
ury in nine of the thirty-six states which have State Comis- 
sioners or Game Wardens. In twelve of the thirty-six states 
requiring license, funds derived from this source are ex- 
pended in whole or part for other purposes than game pro- 
tection. In Kentucky, Utah, Massachusetts, New York, and 
West Virginia they are paid to the State; but in Colorado, 
Florida, Maryland, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, and South 
Carolina in part to the county, while in Nebraska the entire 
amount is paid to the school fund. 

I have talked with quite a number of persons from differ- 
ent sections of the territory on the subject of a more com- 
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prehensive game law and find that the sentiment in favor of 
such a measure is practically unanimous among those who 
are interested either as sportsmen or froman economic stand- 
point. A great majority of our citizens, however, are rather 
inclined to regard the protection of game asa matter of no 
consequence and the money expended for that purpose as a 
useless expense. There can be no question that there is 
cause to justify tax payers generally in the opinion that the 
benefits heretofore derived by the territory have not been in 
proportion to the amount expended in maintaining this De- 
partment. The futility of attempting, under our present 
laws, to make even a semblance of practical protection must 
be evident to anyone who will give the matter a little study, 
and unless our legislators can be convinced of the necessity 
and advisability of enacting comprehensive game and fish 
laws, New Mexico must continue to occupy the unenviable 
position she now holds as one of the very few states and terri- 
tories where the importance of this subject is not recognized 
and does not receive the consideration and attention to which 
it is justly entitled. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very Respectfully, 
W. E. GRIFFIN, 

Territorial Game and Fish Warden. 

Hon. HERBERT J. HAGERMAN, 
Governor of New Mexico, 
Santa Fe, N. M. 


